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This document contains important details for students seeking StudentAid BC (SABC) financial assistance. We strongly recommend reviewing 
this document and the SABC website before submitting a loan application.   
 
 
Eligibility for Financial Assistance 
To be eligible for full-time SABC financial assistance, students must be residents of BC and enrolled in a minimum 60% of a 100% full-time 
course load, or 40% for students with disabilities. To be eligible for part-time financial assistance, students must be enrolled in a minimum 20% 
of a 100% full-time course load. For SABC eligibility information visit https://studentaidbc.ca/apply/eligibility.  
 
 
Accommodations for Disability  
Students with a persistent, prolonged, or permanent disability may qualify for grants, equipment, and funding for services. Please visit 
https://studentaidbc.ca/help-centre/applying-loans/i-have-disability-full-time-studies or https://studentaidbc.ca/help-centre/applying-
loans/i-have-disability-part-time-studies for a list of available resources. To be eligible, students must have an approved application with 
StudentAid BC (accepting student loans is not required). For more details visit https://studentaidbc.ca/apply/how-to-apply-disability-funding 
and submit applicable forms to admissions@pacificrimcollege.com. 
 
 
Auditing, Non-matriculating, and Pacific Rim College Online Eligibility 
Auditing, non-matriculating, and Pacific Rim College Online courses are not eligible for financial aid, only courses taken for credit through PRC.  
 
 
Dual Diploma Students 
Students enrolled in a dual diploma program must apply for funding under the first program only until the required credits for that program are 
completed. Once those credit requirements are met, students may apply for funding under the second program until completion.  
 
 
StudentAid BC Part-time Eligibility Requirements  
The requirements for maintaining satisfactory scholastic standing for part-time student financial assistance are: 

• Maintaining a course load between 20% and 59% of a full-time course load (72 to 212 hours per semester); and 
• Successfully completing all courses for which funding was issued. 

 
It is the student’s responsibility to comply with SABC’s policies. Students who fail to maintain eligibility as per these criteria will be 
withdrawn with penalties. For more details visit https://studentaidbc.ca/maintain/responsibilities. 
 
 
StudentAid BC Full-time Eligibility Requirements  
Students should not confuse Pacific Rim College’s attendance policy with SABC’s attendance requirements to maintain funding eligibility, which 
are as follows: 
 
If you stop attending classes or fail to maintain the minimum number of weekly instructional hours for your study period you will be considered 
withdrawn from student financial assistance. You will be considered withdrawn if: 

• You miss two consecutive weeks of study (no attendance), or 
• Your weekly attendance drops below 60% of a full-time course load (40% for students with disability status) for three consecutive  

weeks or 
• You miss enough classes that school officials feel you cannot successfully complete the program 

 
It is the student’s responsibility to comply with SABC’s policies. Students who fail to maintain eligibility as per these criteria will be 
withdrawn with penalties. For more details visit https://studentaidbc.ca/maintain/responsibilities.  
 
 
Calculating Course Load Percentage 
Full-Time Status: SABC calculates full-time course load as hours per week. To be eligible for full-time status, SABC funded students must be 
enrolled in a minimum of 15.6 hours per week (60% course load) or 10.4 hours per week (40% course load) for students with disability status. 
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Part-Time Status: To be eligible for part-time financial assistance, SABC funded students must be enrolled in a minimum of 72 hours per 
semester (20% course load). The full-time weekly attendance policies do not apply.  
   

Status 
Diploma and Natural Health Certificate 

minimum hours to qualify for status 
Permaculture and Certificate minimum hours to 

qualify for status 

100% Full-Time  26 hours per week 20 hours per week 

80% Full-Time 20.8 hours per week 16 hours per week 

60% Full-Time 15.6 hours per week 12 hours per week 

40% Full-Time with Disability Status 10.4 hours per week 8 hours per week 

Part-time (minimum 20%) 72 hours per semester N/A 

 
 
How to Apply 
For application information visit https://studentaidbc.ca/apply/how-to-apply#application. 
 
 
Study Period Selection 
We recommend applying for one semester at a time to avoid unexpected course load changes in future semesters and associated reduced 
course load/withdrawal penalties.  
 
Full-time students may apply for a study period of one to two consecutive semesters. To apply for two consecutive semesters, full-time 
students select their desired study period start and end dates from the options provided. To apply for one semester, students select “other” to 
prompt the submission of a Program Info Request, where the preferred start and end dates may be entered, which can be found on the 
Academic Calendar.  
 
Part-time students may only apply for one semester at a time and must select “other” to prompt the submission of a Program Info Request, 
where the preferred start and end dates may be entered, which can be found on the Academic Calendar.  
 
 
Course Load Selection 
Students must declare one course load percentage per study period, which must be maintained throughout all semesters within that study 
period. The full-time two-semester automated system will adjust tuition funding based on the course load percentage entered. Full and part-
time students who select “other” to apply for one semester only will have their exact tuition entered based on registration at the time of 
Program Info Request submission. 
 
 
Changes to an Application 
If a student would like to increase or decrease their study period, increase or decrease their course load from what was indicated on their 
application, and if there are any changes to the personal information indicated on their application, it is the student’s responsibility to update 
SABC of these changes. For more details visit https://studentaidbc.ca/maintain/circumstances#what-changes. 
 
 
Financial Aid for Summer Semesters 
The summer schedule is divided into Summer One (May/June) and Summer Two (July/August). Some courses run every week through both 
terms, and others are condensed into just Summer One or just Summer Two.  
 
The minimum part-time SABC study period length is 6 weeks, so students applying for summer financial aid must apply for just Summer One, 
just Summer Two, or both.  
 
The minimum full-time SABC study period length is 12 weeks, so students applying for summer financial aid must apply for both Summer One 
and Two and maintain their required minimum course load and attendance in both terms.  
 
Students who received full-time Winter semester loans may extend their loan period into just Summer One. For more details visit 
https://studentaidbc.ca/maintain/circumstances#what-changes. 
 
 
 

https://www.pacificrimcollege.com/studying-at-prc/academic-calendar-and-schedule/
https://www.pacificrimcollege.com/studying-at-prc/academic-calendar-and-schedule/
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Financial Aid Repayment  
Students have six months from their study period end date before loan payments commence. Starting your repayment early will reduce your 
debt load after graduation because payments are applied directly to the outstanding principal balance. Contact the lender(s) holding your 
student loans to discuss your options if you: 

• are continuing studies without loans - complete an In-Study Payment-Free Status form https://studentaidbc.ca/form-library 

• have finished your program 

• have transferred to part-time studies 

• are taking time off 

• withdrew from school completely 

• want to make payments while still in school 
 

Please visit the StudentAid BC repayment page for more information https://studentaidbc.ca/repay. 
 
Questions? 
For more detailed information relating to StudentAid BC funding and programs, please view the links below and contact 
admissions@pacificrimcollege.com or SABC directly. 
 
What is StudentAid BC? 
What do I need to know before I apply to StudentAid BC? 
How can I create my StudentAid BC account? 
How much student funding can I get? 
How does repayment work for StudentAid BC loans? 
How do I access support for disabilities?  
 
StudentAid BC: w. https://studentaidbc.ca/     p. 1.800.561.1818     f. 1.866.312.3322 

https://studentaidbc.ca/form-library
https://studentaidbc.ca/repay
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